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SLIDE HEADING?

READING THE BIBLE
LIKE IT MATTERS
The OCEAN Method

O OBSERVE What does it say?

C CONTEXT What surrounds it?

E EXEGETE What does it mean?

A ANSWER What is the gospel?

N NAVIGATE How do I live?



SLIDE HEADING?

O OBSERVE
What does it say?

5 MARKING TECHNIQUES
• Read three times — big picture → details → connections.
• Circle repeated words — if the author repeats it, it matters.
• Underline connecting words — therefore, but, because, for, so that.
• Box verbs and commands — action and instruction.
• Write your questions — confusion is the beginning of understanding.



MATTHEW 6:19-34

19 ‘Don’t store up for yourselves treasures on 
earth, where moth and rust destroy and where 
thieves break in and steal. 20 But store up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither 
moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves 
don’t break in and steal. 21 For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also.
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MATTHEW 6:19-34

22 ‘The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eye 
is healthy, your whole body will be full of light. 
23 But if your eye is bad, your whole body will 
be full of darkness. So if the light within you is 
darkness, how deep is that darkness!
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SUMMARY SO FAR

19 ‘Don’t store up for yourselves treasures on 
earth, where moth and rust destroy and where 
thieves break in and steal. 20 But store up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither 
moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves don’t 
break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, 
there your heart will be also. 
22 ‘The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eye is 
healthy, your whole body will be full of light. 23 
But if your eye is bad, your whole body will be 
full of darkness. So if the light within you is 
darkness, how deep is that darkness!
24 No one can serve two masters, since either he 
will hate one and love the other, or he will be 
devoted to one and despise the other. You 
cannot serve both God and money.
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To love money is to hate God.
To be devoted to money is to 
despise God. 
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To love God is to make our eyes 
good and our life spiritually 
perceptive.

To love God is to store up that which 
cannot be lost.
To love God is to direct our heart 
toward eternal things.

To love God is to hate money.
To be devoted to God is to despise 
money. 
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25 Therefore I tell you: Don’t worry about your life, 
what you will eat or what you will drink; or about 
your body, what you will wear. Isn’t life more than 
food and the body more than clothing? 26 Consider 
the birds of the sky: They don’t sow or reap or 
gather into barns, yet your heavenly Father feeds 
them. Aren’t you worth more than they? 27 Can any 
of you add one moment to his lifespan by worrying? 
28 And why do you worry about clothes? Observe
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how the wildflowers of the field grow: They don’t 
labour or spin thread. 29 Yet I tell you that not even 
Solomon in all his splendour was adorned like one 
of these. 30 If that’s how God clothes the grass of 
the field, which is here today and thrown into the 
furnace tomorrow, won’t he do much more for 
you – you of little faith?



MATTHEW 6:19-34

25 Therefore I tell you: Don’t worry about your life, 
what you will eat or what you will drink; or about 
your body, what you will wear. Isn’t life more than 
food and the body more than clothing? 26 Consider 
the birds of the sky: They don’t sow or reap or 
gather into barns, yet your heavenly Father feeds 
them. Aren’t you worth more than they? 27 Can any 
of you add one moment to his lifespan by worrying? 
28 And why do you worry about clothes? Observe



MATTHEW 6:19-34

how the wildflowers of the field grow: They don’t 
labour or spin thread. 29 Yet I tell you that not even 
Solomon in all his splendour was adorned like one 
of these. 30 If that’s how God clothes the grass of 
the field, which is here today and thrown into the 
furnace tomorrow, won’t he do much more for 
you – you of little faith?



MATTHEW 6:19-34

31 So don’t worry, saying, “What will we eat? ” or 
“What will we drink? ” or “What will we wear? ” 32 For



MATTHEW 6:19-34

31 So don’t worry, saying, “What will we eat? ” or 
“What will we drink? ” or “What will we wear? ” 32 For 
the Gentiles eagerly seek all these things, and your 
heavenly Father knows that you need them. 33 But 
seek first the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness, and all these things will be provided 
for you. 34 Therefore don’t worry about tomorrow, 
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HELPFUL (CHALLENGING) TOOL

Summarise the main point of the 
passage in one sentence.

Look for: repeated themes, climax, summary 
statement.



HELPFUL (CHALLENGING) TOOL

Summarise the main point of the 
passage in one sentence.
When we give our King our total 
love and devotion, the Father’s care 
frees us from the fear of not having 
enough.


